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Cohesion Policy is the largest source of EU support for SMEs but..

The report points out the need for a new development paradigm for less developed regions and
peripheral regions. However, it does not address in a comprehensive manner the situation of territories
beset by permanent geographical handicaps mentioned in article 174 TFEU.

WHY IS THIS OF OUTERMOST IMPORTANCE FOR INSULAR SMEs ?
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Cohesion Policy is the largest source of EU support for SMEs but..

The report points out the need for a new development paradigm for less developed regions and
peripheral regions. However, it does not address in a comprehensive manner the situation of territories

beset by permanent geographical handicaps mentioned in article 174 TFEU.

WHY IS THIS OF OUTERMOST IMPORTANCE FOR INSULAR SMEs ?

Because most, if not all, insular regions Because SMEs are fundamental to
score way under the EU average and insular  territories’ economies, for
their respective national average competitivity, growth and jobs especially
competitiveness indexes amongst young people.

Because disparities between islands and
mainland are further and constantly
deepened by emerging trends (climate
change, technological transformations,
demographic changes..) and the effects of

the pandemic.
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SMEs on islands face constraints and extra costs resulting from the characteristics of insularity.

R Vulnerability

Parameters that create territorial, economic and social handicaps, as recognised in Article 174 TFEU, which hinder among other the fair integration of islands in the single market

* Local market that is limited, fragmented and remote with low demand;

* High transport costs for logistics, freight and insurance, on account of distance as well as instances of
imperfect competition (oligopolies or even monopolies);

 High energy costs which plays a crucial role in competitiveness and entrepreneurship;

* Inability to achieve economies of scale due to the small size of the market, which results in high unit
costs for both businesses and public services;

 Poorly developed inter-industrial relations due to a strong tendency to specialise in exploiting one
resource, to produce one type of good or to provide one type of service;

* Lack of qualified workers; or a tendency for qualified workers to leave islands in order to find adequate
employment elsewhere;

* Lack of entrepreneurial expertise, as entrepreneurs tend to leave islands to invest in more profitable
markets;

* Lack of infrastructure and services for businesses at a comparable level to mainland regions, e.g. in the
field of connectivity / telecommunications, training or risk capital;

* Islands economy can have considerable damage from external factors .
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SMEs on islands face constraints and extra costs resulting from the characteristics of insularity.

R Vulnerability

Islands: lands of opportunity and laboratories for innovation and technologies, upheld by their
SMEs

" Test-beds for the deployment of innovative technologies addressing real-life challenges

= Excellent laboratories for technological innovation particularly in the fields of energy (RES, EE), transport,
mobility, and sustainable tourism etc.

" Export of niche products guaranteeing the islands’ place in markets with high added value

" |nclusion of specific actions for islands in the latest version of the 2021-2027 Interreg Euro-MED
programme and the acknowledgment that "Islands are a prominent example of how circular economy
models can be successful in achieving green transition, by responding to their specific territorial
challenges" while it is also reminded that "the management of natural resources, the economic and social
ecosystems and local constraints and opportunities linked to the insular dimension make islands the
prime location to test and implement new circular approaches; therefore, they naturally are one of the
most important target territories of the tools and practices developed by projects".

A 4



https://interreg-med.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Sites/Programme/Explore/What_is_Interreg_Med/Future_programme/Interreg_Euro-MED_Programme_DRAFT_EN.pdf

COHESIC

European Economic
and Social Committee

The gap can’t be breached without measures and a specific strategy
targeted to islands.

Long-term

vision: Pact of
Islands / Action
" Plan
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2. Focus on Interreg MED — Best Practices / Lessons learned
Irene Mikelis — Marina Maniati, PhD

INSULEUR Experts
nterreg © interreg @
Meditenanefw Mﬂdrtn-rmnnaj‘_.-—

% BLUE M COMPOSE PLUS
CROWDFUNDING




niterreg

/WUediterranean

« BLUE
CROWDFUNDING

EUROPEAN UNION

Entrepreneurship & Cohesion Policy in Islands
through the lens of the BlueCrowdfunding Project

BLUE CROWDFUNDING
WORKSHOP “COHESION POLICY AS A TOOL TO BOOST AND SUPPORT
ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN ISLANDS” —23/05/2022, EESC - Brussels

. . Author: INS
Project co-financed by the European
Regional Development Fund D COnNEME 1 PRSI
INSULAIRES DE L'U.E.
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1. Overview o

CROWDFUNDING

PROJECT BUDGET
2.4 mioe BLUECROWDFUNDING GENERAL OBJECTIVE
IMPROVE INNOVATION CAPACTIES IN BLUE
GROWTH SECTOR BY MAINSTREAMING USE OF
Y CROWDFRUNDING
PROJECT DURATION
32 months

11.2019- 06.2022

PARTNERSHIP

4 clusters
3cF experts

2 academia

4 regions

*12 Associated Partners

Project co-financed by the European
Regional Development Fund




2. How is this relevant ?

TARGET GROUP TARGET SECTOR TARGET AREA

« Sector with vital « Close to 200/362*
challenges for EU inhabited
islands (climate islands (GR, IT, FR,
change, ecosystems, ES, CY, MT, HR)
tourism)

| « Total population

- Sector with huge close to 12M/20M

potential /

opportunities for
islands economies
(energy, tourism)

*pop >50 inhabitants

Project co-financed by the European
Regional Development Fund




3. Achievements & Lessons learned

USE OF ALTERNATIVE

FINANCE

/ Feedback questionnaires\
demonstrate a positive
feeling towards the
experience due to the
lessons learnt during

c D
Still limited knowledge on
alternative finance (South

vs North EU).

\ J L

in the blue economy
sector for SMEs

Better access to funding

implementation
&\ P /

/ knowledge &

Lack of maturity of
crowdfunding in South
Europe

I

e

o

campaigns failed to reach
their target amounts

>
The majority of the

/

N

/" Adequate to small size of

many island projects and
SMEs/VSEs/start ups
unable to access EU

funding -/

ﬂ BlueCF Focal Points iﬁ

6 countries (Regional

business

support hubs
where innovative
entrepreneurs will
receive support for their
blue economy ideas to

o

k be crowdfunded)

-

ELIRCEESAR LIKIOMN

CAPACITY BUILDING

/ 17 capacity building \
workshops
600 participants (302
SMEs)
6 countries with insular
territories (GR, MT, ES,

PT, HR, CY
N U A o
TRANSNATIONAL POSITION

S PAPER ON
/" Diversified regulatory COMPLEMENTARITY OF

system & legal framework CIVIC CROWDFUNDING
for Crowdfunding among WITH ESI FUNDS

EU countries \_
J l

/

N

BlueCF Cluster for \
Business

support institutions

across the MED (wich will

be trained to train SMEs
and startups)

/ Lack of a pan-European\
common set of rules and
licensing requirements
hindering the
development of cross-
border platforms and

\ projects /

/

Project co-financed by the European
Regional Development Fund




Thanks!

Irene Mikelis g

1 — INSULEUR @BlueCFInterreg

Insuleur.network@gmail.com https://www.linkedin.com/company/blu
e-crowdfunding-interreg-med-project

n @BLUEcrowdfunding

@ https://blue-crowdfunding.interreg-med.eu/

FUNDACION
CROWD
POLICY GOTEO

2,

&

RECION OF

C E NTRAL RECIONE CAMPANIA .

MACEDONIA KESHILLI | QARKUT

VLORE
7z CYPRUS @ |
‘ canmara CHAMBER OF UAlg Crla R
COMMERCE AND UNIVERSIDADE DO ALGARVE FACULTY OF ECONOMICS
Sevilla INDUSTRY RESEAU DES CHAMBRES DIVISAO DE EMPREENDEDORISMO AND BUSINESS

DE COMMERCE ET D'INDUSTRIE E TRANSFERENCIA DE TECNOLOGIA
INSULAIRES DE L'U.E.
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COMPOSE European Economic S T T
COMPOSE PLUS and Social Committee INSULAIRES DE L'U.E.

European Cohesion Policy and Insular The case of COMPOSE PLUS Project

Entrepreneurship: Lessons learned from Med

Projects Marina Maniati, PhD
INSUL Expert

/6
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY
\C) PLANNING TOOLBOX
-

Project co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund
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COMPOSE PLUS

PROJECT BUDGET
0,5 mio €

PROJECT

" NT"\ ‘)DUC-I ')N PROJECT DURATION
16 months

03.01.2021- 06.30.22

PARTNERSHIP

7 MED Countries with Disparities
12 highly motivated Partners

TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY OF
’ SCHOOL OF CHEMICAL AND

-8 ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING
| RENEWABLE AND SUSTAINABLE
SYSTEMS LABORATORY

. g i
E
'y,
/,
s
Ly’

PODUZETNICKI
.ll T CENTAR DAKOVO

( Consorzio &P\ Ci ioni
Oltrepo Mantovano ‘-CF “1: .

: RESEAU DES CHAMBRES
European Economic O CONMRCE 11 DU
and Social Committee INSULAIRES DE L'U.E.

GENERAL OBJECTIVE

EU GREEN DEAL

Increase the share of RES in the

nergy mix of rural & insular areas

| K]

GDP per Capita in PPS Expressed in

relation to the European Union average set to equal 100.

Legend

233 to b2
= 62 to b4
=64 to 76
=76 to 89
B =89t094
B 2941097
eurostatill

Project co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund




interreg H
M’E‘dilﬂﬂ"ﬂn&ﬂﬂf

€M COMPOSE
COMPOSE PLUS

EVALUATION OF THE INSTITUTIONAL/
ADMINISTRATIVE NEEDS

Fine tuned methodology
Socioeconomic, cultural micro location

characteristics

EXCHANGING INFORMATION

General Project Communication
Visibility Actions
Extending the project impact

Improving sustainability
Justifying the EU added value

PROJECT ACTIVITIES

Project co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund

e RESEAU DES CHAMBRES
Europe.an Econo."“c DE COMMERCE £7 nmoqsmt
and Social Committee INSULAIRES DE L'U.E.

TRAINING AND CAPACITY BUILDING
For Experts
For Decision Makers

Train the trainers

Updating & Fine
TOOL for Gre

ing COMPOSE
Deal era

Enrich the toolbox conten © RESEL TUC)
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COMPOSE PLUS

Why an EU Cohesion
Policy
in COMPOSE PLUS

LEARNED ‘

INSUL acting as a CATALYST sets an example
on system level on how SMEs can benefit from
COMPOQOSE approach in terms of using RES and

‘ EE
U How COMPOSE PLUS

How COMPOSE PLUS

COMPOSE PLUS

has supported SMEs? How COMPOSE PLUS has contributed to
has improved SMEs access to finance
skills? issues?

Project co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund
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COMPOSE PLUS

H RESEAU DES CHAMBRES
Europe.an Econo.“"'c DE (OHHIR(ESH DINN'!STIIE
and Social Committee INSULAIRES DE L'U.E.

Smart, Sustainable Growth

COMPOSE PLUS Toolbox supporting

policymakers and SIVIES to mature
projects towards the clean energy

transition
Which are the Thematic Concé
How COMPOSE PLUS Priorities that conn.ects thema
delivers results to COMPOSE PLUS with
Disparities Why an EU Cohesion Europe 2020? Cohesion Policy?

Policy

Through COMPOSE PLUS project in COMPOSE PLUS
disparities between partners are Project? H

Resea
Informa
Commu
Technology
Competiti
SMEs
Trans)
emis

reduced, while economic, social &
territorial development with respect to
energy transition is balanced for both
Public & SIMIEs

Project co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund
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COMPOSE PLUS

2 RESEAU DES CHAMBRES
Eu'ope.an ECO"O!“'C DE COMMERCE HDINN'JST'J[
and Social Committee INSULAIRES DE L'U.E.

Key challenges

Through COMPOSE P
challenges were hig
Lack of infor

Helpful frame
opportunities bei

COMPOSE TOOL for Green
Transition available to SIVIES

(mainly depending on expensive

of all topics

o
| S

Improvements s
territorial fi

island regions and k
How COMPOSE PLUS islands specificities

fossil fuel for their energy supply).
Links with research centres

How COMPOSE PLUS

has supported SMEs? How COMPOSE PLUS has contributed to
has improved SMEs access to finance
skills? issues?
Capacity building

Upon SMEs needs & funding
opportunities, thus empowering them for
maturing projects and for absorption

of EU and cohesion funds in energy sector

Project co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund
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COMPOSE
COMPOSE PLUS

(Activity Leader)

Maria Giannarou

Workshops co-organized with RESEL TUC
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INSUL

04.08.2022

H xa ZraupouAa Toupvdkn, MsuBOVTPIQ EUpwITOiKWwV
Mpoypapudrwy, EpyaoTripio AVOVEWDCIUWY Kl BIOCTHWY
Evepysiokwy — Zuomnuadtwv,  MoAutexveiou  Kpnimng
Tapouciags TV TIPOTUTIY  OMIOTIK  psBodoAoyiKh
mpooiyyion COMPOSE, somdloviac  aTov RILIOILO
EVEPYEIOKO OXEDIQOUO TWV EEVOBOYEIOKWV KOl YEVIKOTEPT
TOUPIOTIKWY Qopéwy, £monuaivovTac om £xg SoKipaoTs
o< Tavw ammo 42 £pya RILTIUNG svEPYEIOC, DIGPOPETIKIC
TuTroAoyiag, os 11 Meooysiakéc ywpec. H pcBodohoyia

somddsl oy afloTroinon Tou TomKoU duvapikoU, OTO CUULETOXIKO OXEDIaop0 Kol TIC CUPTTPAESIC

TOMKWY QOpfwv, Kai AapPRdver umown Ox1 povo
TEXVIKEC, QMG KAl TIC KOWWWVIKEC, OIKOVOUIKEC Kal
TEPIBaANOVTIKEC  TTapapéTpouc &voC £pyou. TEAOC

AS A CATALYST

RESEAU DES CHAMBRES
DE COMMERCE £7 DINDUSTRIE

INSULAIRES DE L'U.E.

European Economic
and Social Committee

' :" '1
BrBoRY
-‘-‘_‘\ursugy,,ég\-_'

Tapouciags T OIGdIKTUGKN £pyaAsiodrikn Biwoigou
Evepysiakol Zxsdiaopol (Sustainable Energy Planning
Toolbox, www.reselplan-toolbox.eu) Tou avarTUxBnke
amd 1o EpyacTriplo, TTPOKSIPEVOU VA UTTOOTNPIEE! TOUC
@opeic XApafnc TOMTIKAC, Kl TIC TOTMKEC apxEC
TOTTIKWV QPXUWV OTOV QTTOTEASOUATIKOTEPO OXEDIOUO,
uAotToinon TapakoAoUBnan Kal afloAOynon £pywv
Piwowng evépysiag Kal OTNV PETGBQON TPOC pia
OIKOVOIa ¥aunAoU Gvepaka.

\pﬂ\lﬂ“ﬁm'
e

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

OF CHAMBERS
03.30.2022
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Anna Koukoulet,..

©) COMPOSE PLUS

PRESS RELEASE

30/03/2022

OF CRETE (TUC)
AL ENGMEERTY

ZuMOyou =evodoxwv  Aayavd
Zak(vBou, k. Xpiorivag Tsrpadn,
Tou TMpoédpou ¢ ‘Evwong
=svoboywv Képkupac, K.
XapdAaumou BoUAyapn, Tou
Director of Operations Tou Ouihou
Grecotel Hotels & Resoris, k.
Anunipiov  KaAaitQidakn, Tou

AiguB. ZupBoUAou TOU
=svoboysiou Ibiscos, K.
Avaordoiou Mamadoupdxr,

ToU AlEuBuvT NG AVaTTTUEIaKIC

EmpsAnmpiov  Mayvnoiac  Kai
HEAOUC AZ. Tou EmsAntnpiakol
Opikou  Avamrrugne  EMANVIKGV
Nnowv (EOAEN), k. ABavdoiou
ZAaroGdn.

Ta Bfpata ou culnTienxkav agopolcav T BIOUN SvEPYEa,
avammTuEn Kal  avTOYWVIOTIKOTNTG TOU  TOUPIOTIKOU  TTpOoiovToc

interreg H
/WVediterranean _ o=

€ COMPOSE PLUS

SAVE THE DATE! 08.04.2022 Buwoipog Evepysiakog Ixediacpog: NMpokAnceig, sukalpisg Kat
Epyalsia yia Tov ToupioTikéd kAddo

AKOAOUBNOE OTPOYYUAD TPATTED HE Tr) CUPPETOXT] TNC AVTITTPOEGpOU
Tou =evoboxsiakou EmpsAntnpiou EAAGSac kai Mpoédpou Tou

i N
"

Kpring, k. Apioreidn  Ppaykdkn,

Kal ToU MéEhouc TOU

s F i .
F'@_ - | DANAI KOUKO h%g

e .

‘ HI»QA- [7)

&= wel| 5 ’
Bl o 1 P P
= i ’ ™
WA b 2T E
< - A ~ Antonis Mikelli.. anastasiou xara
o W

Skiniti Georgia GMan.Sd TATARIDIS GEO... Anna Koukoulet... Kioxopidou lwa...

Project co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund

INSULEUR MEMBE

COMMUNITIES
Malta, 05.21.2022
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Approach towards islands
seems to be
consistent with the
previous programming

periods.

WHAT’S NEXT?

COHESION POLICY
2021-2027 "® o i

Assistance

European Economic
and Social Committee
Cohesion Policy pays particular attention to
European regions that face severe and
permanent geographical or demographic
challenges such as mountains, islands and

sparsely populated areas.

A Europe fit
for the digital
age

4

Project co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund

RESEAU DES CHAMBRES
DE COMMERCE €1 DINDUSTRIE

INSULAIRES DE L'U.E.
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Types of sustainable energy projects Types of sustainable energy projects
ALREADY INVOLVED PLANNED TO BE INVOLVED
Biomass Energy efficiency in Biomass Energy eff

buildings buildings

Wind Energy Wind Energy

39.8%

Solar Energy Solar Energy
U
Biofuels
Source: Evaluation of the institutional/administrative needs in COMPOSE PLUS receiving
Ot h e r territories, Activity 3.3-Internal Report. Authors: Renewable and Sustsainable Systems Lab- Ot h e r

Technical University of Crete, INSULEUR\

Biofuels

b

Project co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund
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Types of sustainable energy projects that organisations have been involved ITALY

Other moEm

Geothermal energy N
Public lighting  m—
Biofuels MmN

45 stakeholders

Energy efficiency in... mE——— € = Energy supplier/utility
Biomass M BN w Farmer - AgroProducer
Wind Energy
Solar Energy s e = Local authority - Municipality
1] 5 10 15 20 25 30

Types of sustainable energy projects that organisations are planning NGO or other civil society
representative
Other = Other
Energy community
Storage Systems m Research Center

Biofuels

L I u m SME «
Energy efficiency in buildings
Biomass
Wind Energy
Solar Energy

30

Source: Evaluation of the institutional/administrative needs in COMPOSE PLUS receiving territories, Activity 3.3-Internal Report. Authors: Renewable and
Sustsainable Systems Lab-Technical University of Crete, INSULEUR\

Project co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund
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Thank you!

European Cohesion Policy and Insular

Entrepreneurship: Lessons learned from Med
Projects

TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY OF CRETE
’ SCHOOL OF CHEMICAL AND

-8 ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING
C | RENEWABLE AND SUSTAINABLE ENERGY

SYSTEMS LABORATORY ! \S_Am CIUb
-;j-'“;;' ﬁ:‘w\mo %, Assocjazzjoni AVIPE R A U K
0 \( I. N <Oltrep6 Mantovano 6« Kunsnlll Lokala -.'

PODUZETNICKI
CENTAR DAKOVO

@

The case of COMPOSE PLUS Project

PLANNING TOOLBOX

@ SUSTANABLE ENERGY

Project co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund



